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took to examine our Au- 
thor's General Hypothe/ts, 
that Natural and Reveal d_ 


Wy 
9 
1 


mankind; %e one (Natural Religion) 


3 'S J Religion differ only in the 
2 manner 11 their being communicated to 


be being the Internal, as the other (Reveal d 
Religion) nothing more than he Exter- 


za] Revelation of the ſame unchangeable 
Mill of a Being, who is at all times in- 


finitely wiſe and good. And my reaſon 
Waas, becauſe This Hypotheſis, under 


. colour of reconciling Reveal d Religion 
with Natural, is plainly intended to 
ſet aſide the former as of no uſe or 
_ advantage to Mankind,  _ 5 
But, ſhou'd we allow our Author hls - 
I Hypotheſis, J cannot ſee, that the Cauſe 


1 of Dei n wou' d be much the better 


1 = 


for it. For let Reveal'd Religion be 
nothing more than Natural. What then? 
Still Revelation will have its Uſe; as it 
will be both an Eaſier, and a more ex- 
| peditious way of conveying the will of _ 
God to us, than the ſow deductions; 
and operations, of anaſſiſted Regſon. 
Our Author may boaſt, as much as 
he pleaſes, of the great Plainneſs and 
 Perſpicuity of the Religion of Nature: 
it is certain Mankind never did (and it 


is thence probable: never cou'd) arrive 


at a tolerable Sytem of moral Truths, 
without gong Thought, and great Ap- 


plication of mind. The Study of AM. F 


rality was always eſteem d the proper 
| buſineſs of the Philgſopher, the Man of 


leiſure and retirement, which implies _ 


ſomething in it not ſo readily and eaſily 


to be attain'd by vulgar minds, as this 7 


Gentleman wou'd have us imagin. 
Now I wou'd ask our Author him- 
felf, whether he does not think, that 

the Bulk of Mankind, however capable 
he may ſuppoſe each particular Man 
to be of forming to himſelf a Syſtem 
of morality, was not greatly aſſiſted in 

attaining to the knowledge of moral 

_ truths by the Teaching and Inſtruction 

of the Philoſophers? Whether he does 

not think, that the Writings of thoſe 

Fmt amen 


(3) 


h great Men contributed to the more 
eaſy and quick propagation of Natural 
Religion in the World? If "by thinks 
not, let him go to the yet barbarous 
and unciviliz d Nations of the World, 
and ſee what progreſs Morality, and 
Natural Religion, make among them, 
in compariſon to its advances in the 5 1 
0 pans States of Greece and Rome, © 
It is related of the celebrated Mon- | 
eur Paſcal, one of the greateſt Geni- — 
uſes of France, that, by the meer 
ſtrength of his natural faculties, with | 
cut having ever ſeen or read any Book 
of Geometry, he diſcover'd the Science 
\.. himſelf, and advanc'd in it as far as 
che 32d; e of che . Boo k of = 
| Bets + art 


B "= 5 1 5 Bur 


F * The ary 4 very 1 it ey not be BT © 
- pleaſant to the Reader to ſee the following account Hit. 
« Comme le ſoin que Monſieur o @ pere avoit eu de 
lui cacher toutes ces choſes avait eti ſi grand. qu'il 
« wen ſavoit pas meme les noms, il fut contraint de 
0 ſe faire lui-meme des definitions. II appelloit une = 
46 cercle, une rond, une ligne, une barre; & ainſi _— 
autres. Apres ces definitions, il ſe fit des axtomess _ 
F enfin il fit des demonſtrations parfaites : & comme 
© Pon va de Yun à Pautre dans cette ſcience, il pouſſa | 
« ſes recherches fi avant, qu'il en vint juſqu' abs . 
0 propoſition du premier ſivre d' Euclide g 
As the care, which his Father too to conceal every e — 
« thing of this fort ( (Mathematicks) from him, was %o 
„great, that he was even ignorant of their names, he 
LN das e to make Desen e, He calld a a 
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But will any one fay, he wou'd not 


with greater eaſe and expedition have 
_ arriv'd to ſuch a knowledge in Geo- 
metrical Learning, had he been aſſiſted 
by the diſcoveries, which Euchd had 
before made in that Science? The 


NN is true in the Science of Morali- 
However capable each particular 


= Man may be of diſcovering it for him- 
| ſelf, yet his enquiries will be greatly 
_ aſſiſted by the labours and 1improve- 

ments of thoſe, who have gone before 
him in the Study of it. : 


But does not all this 3 


more ſtrongly for the Uſe of Revela- 
Tin; which, by giving us, at one view, _ 
e compleat and uni form Syſtem of Mora. 
lity, which we may certainly truſt to, 
muſt greatly facilitate our Enquiries 
into Religious Truihs? The Religion of 
VNVature, I ay, Will be much ſooner 
and better underſtood, by reading One 

Book, written by the direction, and un- 

der the influence of God himſelf, than 
: by ſearching after it thro the diffe- x 


Circle 4 Round, 4 . a as, and 6 if the reſt. 
Aſter theſe definitions, he laid daun certain Axioms; 


« and at laſt he made compleat Demonſtrations. And, 
going on from one ta another, in this Science, he car- 


s ried his enguires ſo far, as to arrive at the 32d. Pro- 


6 poſition of the firſt Book of Eudid. —— 
Traitez de e. pay M. ws Pref. 


rent 


(s) 


. rent Syſtems of a Variety of Authors; 


in which too the mind may be diſ- 
tracted in its choice amidſt the ſeve- 
ral Sects of Philoſophy, and divided be- 
t tween the Sroick, ks Academick, and 


= Natural and Reveal'd Re 


the Fpricurean. So that, ſhoud we al 
low our Author his Hy 8 that 
gion differ on- 


Ip in the manner of their being commu- 


nicated, yet ſtill the Conſequence he 
wou'd inſinuate, that therefore Revela- 


Lion is of no wſe, will by no means „ 
low, fince this advantage will plainly 


attend it, that the Knowledge even of 


Matura! Religion itſelf will, by its 
Jaaaſliſtance, be render'd at once more 5 


255 and more expeditious. 1 
But, becauſe Chriſtianity, as a Parti- : 


* cular Revelation, is concern'd in the 
_ diſpute; a Revelation, which undoubt- 


_ edly differs in ſome reſpects from meer - 
Natural Religion, I thought it proper 
to begin with expoſing the fallacy of 


o a Scheme, which wou'd deſtroy all dif- 
| ference between them. With which 


view, I endeavour'd to ſhew, that the 
-  Suppoſition of a Revelation having been 


1 actually given to the World might be 


improvd into a very good Argument, 
4 priori, Why Reveal d Religion ſhou'd, 
in ſome — 45 . from Natural. : 

| But, 


6869) 
But, to 90 to che bottom of the mat- 
ter, I proceeded to enquire into the 
true Notion of the Perfection of the 
Religion of Nature, the grand ſupport 
ot this Gentleman's Hypotheſis; and 
1 have ſhewn it to be perfect in ſuch 
a a ſenſe, as to be very conſiſtent with 
the Uſe of Revelation; the Exßedienoay 
of which is founded, not in any real 
3 in the Law of Nature, conſiderd 
; a . of Life (which muſt be Sf. 
ciel, if duly attended to, for all the 
purpoſes of Human Happineſs) but in 
the manifeſt corruption, and deprovity, 
of Natural Reaſon. Thus far, then, 


= we have already advanc'd (and I hope 


iy. ; 
- "OS a on, dee, to offer. to the : 
Reader, in this ſecond part, a ſhort. 


8 ſucceſsfully) in che 1 Controver- 1 1 


Apolagy for the Pgſitive Inſtitutions of | 


Religion; which, our Author has thrown. 
out of his Scheme for reaſons, which 
are very manifeſt. 5 
For if the Goſpel has commended. 
any Pofitive Duties, this will conſtitute 


a a very material Difference between Na- 


tural and Reveal'd Religion, and con- 
ſequently be an unanſwerable Objection q 
"i his — * TY 


Accord. 


(7) 


Accordingly He introduces B. ob- 
jecting; that « ſome things might be 


e requir'd by God, as Governor of the 
_« Univerſe, which are meerly Poſitive; 
« nay that Rites and Ceremontes, Signs, 
and Symbols, might be arbitrarily en- 


« foyn d, and ſo intermix d with mat- 


ters of morality, as to oblige the 8 


C conſciences of all Men at all times: 


upon which our Author joins iſſue, and 
ſays “ This alone is the Point, which 
«muſt decide the Queſtion, whether 
Matural and Reveal d "Religion do real- 1 
„ differ. (p. 114) 5 
It̃᷑t is obvious to remark, Wer che 5 
1 - Hine: may ſeem willing to diſguiſe e 
huis meaning, that he wou'd make his 
good friend B. inſinuate, that the e- 
ſievers of Revelation refer all the Virtue 
and Excellency of Poſitive Duties to 
the abſolute Dominion, and arbitrary In- 
5 junction, of God; ſeparate from any _ 
Wiſe or good end, which may be an- 


ſwer d by ſuch injunctions; whereas 


the contrary is the Truth of the Caſe: 
The Folie Duties, preſcrib'd by Re- 
VvVelation, tho', excluſive of the com- 

mand of God, they lay no Obligation 

on Mankind to the performance of 


i them, muſt yet be ſuppos d to be wiſe- 


* and N adapted to the circum- 
7 _Nances 


C J x 
ſtances of Homan: Nature, and to con- 
tribute, mediately or immediately to 
the Good and Heppinek of Mankind: 
as will appear to be in fact true, 
when we come to conſider ſome of 
the Pofitive Inſtitutions both of the 
70 and Chriſtian OEconom p. 
When, therefore, he asks « Can 
God iſſue out certain commands, 
„ which have no foundation in rea- 
„ ſon?” I anſwer, he cannot; if, by 
1 having 79 foundation i in reaſon, he means 
having no tendency, no ſubſerviency 
to human Virtue and Happineſs. But 
how will this help him, unleſs he can 
ſhew, that the Poſitive Inſtitutions of 
5 Reveal'd Religion are really ſuch. com- 
mands: © £ 
1 State of hs queſtion. gives us, 3 ; 
I chink, a juſt Idea of the Nature, and 
5 Obligation, of Pojitrve Duties, and, at 
the ſame time, puts our Enquiries con- 
cerning them upon a right foot. Po- 
ſitive Duties are really, and in the na- 
ture of things, diſtinct from Natural 
| Religion. They are, properly, the In - 
 fituted Means of Rel gion, not Religion 
_ 7ifelf; the Handmaids to Virtue, and 
ſubſervient to Morality, not, in their 
mon nature, either virtuous, or moral. 
: Abſtracted from the e of 
| | | t cir 


248 \ 


their Rehgious Ule, they. are perfecdy 
indifferent Actions; but take Religion 
into the queſtion, and their relative 
connection with it, and they immedi- 
ately become obligatory on che con- 


ſciences of men. 


I 0 inſtance in a Poſitive 8 of 
the Goſpel ; Eating bread and drinking 
dine is, in its own nature, and exclu- 
ſive of the command of God, wich 
reſpect to Religion, an Indifferent Action; 
but, when we are commanded to do 
- this in remembrance of the Author of 
our Religion, as a grateful Commemo- 
ration of the benefits we have receivd 
from him, and in order to a frequent e 
Renewal of our Obligations to the 
practice of Religion and Virtue, „„ 
is there, that does not ſee the con- 
n of this Rite with Virtue and 
Happineſs, and conſequently, the divine 
command ſuppos'd, the obligation in- = 
cumbent on us to che Feine of 


it?! 


G Mberber 
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But this Norton of Poſs tive Duties 
will not help our Author, or in the 
leaſt favour his Hypotheſis, that h,, 
Duties cannot be a Part of Religion. 
Whether They be Real Religion, or but 
the Means to it, is not the queſtion i 
between us. T be point in diſpute is, 


— — 2 9 _— 


22 - 


— 
n 


* 


. . ( 10 S 
' Whether Poſitive Precepts are fe to be 
the ſubject matter of Revelation : 
And, in order to determine this mat - 
ter, let us conſider the Corruption and 
| depravity of Human Nature, and how 


8 unlikely it is, that Religion, or, if 
will, che practice of moral Virtue, ſhou'd | 


in any tolerable degree be ſupported 

in the world, without ſome ſuch In- 
Priruted Means, as I am here contend- 
ing for. The Mind of Man requires 
: frequently to be awaken'd to the pra- 
Ciice of Religion, to be alarm d, and 


rtrouz d from that Careleſſne/s and Inat- 


tention, it is too apt to fall into — It 


haas ever been the practice of the Wiſeſt 


Legiſlators, who were ſenſible of this 
weakneſs of our Nature, to guard Re- 


ligion by Peſitive Inſtitutions, and to 
enforce and ſtrengthen its obligations | 
by the flated returns of certain ritual = 
and ceremonial obſervances. And I 
cannot doubt, but the too general Neg- 


llect of the Chriſtian Inſtitutions is one 


great cauſe of that Spirit of Licenti- 
onfheſs, that is gone out among us. 
Now I wou'd ſubmit the following 
Argument to this great Maſter of Rea- 
bon. Poſitive Precepts, 1 ſay, are of uſe in 
_ fecuring the intereſts of Religion and 
Vi irtue; and” he himſelf, in effect, con- 
feſſes 


= 1 IT 15 
M feſles the ſame, for he lays i it down 


Gb. 115.) that Human Diſcretion ought 4 
to determine concerning them (7. e. ap- 1 
point ſuch Poſitive Inſtitutions) as t " 
thinks moſt conducing to thoſe things, 4 
| heh. are, in their own nature, obliga. 
: Now, if it be proper for Hu- 555 
man ; Reaſon, left to itſelf, to appoint * | 
| ſome ſuch duties, it is an argument. 
ſortiori, why God Almighty may, — 
3 with his wiſdom and good- _ 
neſs, interpoſe in the directing and pr 


1cribing them, ſince infinite wiſdom can- 
not fall, amidſt the variety of Means, 
= to make choice of the propereſt, and as 
the Authority of God himſelf ſtamp'd 
upon them will more effectually engage 
the obedience of mankind, than the 
| ſtrongeſt. ſanctions . meer Human m- 
Laws, = 


— — 


— 2 
07> wt — - 


2 „ 


e , . . r . 
* — 1 — 4 2 


But, more fully to evince ts great 7s = 

iſe and Expediency of theſe Duties in | 

e ſecuring the Intereſts of true Religion . Wl 
and virtue, let us take a ſhort view of A 

| two or three of the Pojtive Inſtitu- = 
tions of Reveal'd Religion; and ſee, 2 
whether they deſerve the opprobrious 2255 
Character of meer arbitrary commands l 
or, on the contrary, carry the plain | 
marks of wiſdom and een in their —q 
= Inſtitution. 8 VVV 


(=) 


To begin with that Revelation, which 


God made of his will to the Jews 


from Mount Sinai, contain'd in the 


Decalowue, or Ten Commandments : So o 
was unqueſtionably A Republication of 
the Lau of Nature, as it contains the 
Subſtance of Natural Religion, in our 
duty to God, and One another, found- 
eld upon the ſtricteſt Principles of Right 
Reaſon. There is, however, in it One 
Command (and One only) of a Pofi- 
ive Nature; namely the Inſtitution of 
the Sabbath, or Obſervation of the Se- x 
venth day; the reaſon of which Inſti : 
tution is expreſsd in the concluſion 


5 the Commandment, in theſe words: 


Por in Six days the Lord mage Ea. 

ven and Earth, — and reſted the Seventh 

1 wherefore the Lord ble Mel, the Se- 
venth day, and hallowed UN enn 


20. V. 11.) 


This reaſon aan to „ Ys! the Pro. - 1 


0 ity of the Inſtitution. It was a 


pointed as a memorial of the Creation | 


of the World; in the true Hiſtory 


which, Moſes, the Teacher and TE 
_ g1ver of the Jews, had inſtructed that 
People. And, when we conſider how | 


plone the eus were to Iablatry, -we 


ſhall immediately perceive the Uſe and 
W of the Sabbath to the - 
cauſe i 
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. ) 
cauſe of Religion, in putting that Peo- 


ple conſtantly in mind of the One on- 


ly and True God, Creator” of Heaven 
and Earth. . 
But this is not all. T Hers is a NR” oh 


for the obſervation of the Sabbath, not 
KB 2 to the Jeu, or ariſing from 
I y particular circumſtances of that 


People| but founded in the Temper 


and Diſpoſition of Mankind in general. - 
T mean the natural Carele/ſneſs. and In- 
attention of Men in the great bulineſs 
of Religion; which makes it highly 
_ expedient there ſhou'd. be flated 8. | 
ſons, conſtantly and regularly returning, 
for the exerciſe of Religious Morſbip; Ws 
wich wou'd, otherwiſe; be in cent 
danger of being very ſeldom perform d, . 


if not entirely neglected. 


4s to the numerous Rites. and Ce. . 
© remonies of the Jewiſh Religion, I ſhall 
take no notice of them in this place. 
Ihe Propriety* of any one Pojitive In- 
ſtitution of Reveal d Religion, ſuch as 
That of the :Few!ſh Sabbath, is a fuf- 
ficient Demonſtration againſt this Au- 
thor's Scheme. However I cannot but 
obſerve, that, if this Gentleman thinks 
the Jewiſh Law unworthy of having 
_ God for it's Author, confider'd as G- 
vernor 8 the Univerſe, he cannot de- 
8 cently | - 
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« 40 
| cently quarrel with any one, wha 
ſhou'd refer it to him as Temporal Le- 


giflator of the Jews; if he remembers ; 1 
his own aſſertion (P. 113.) that Gd. 


e in taking the civil adminiſtration of FE 


their affairs upon him, acted not as 
* Governor of the Univerſe; but by a 

„ Power deriv'd to him from the 
4 ple by Virtue of the Horeb Cove- 
« nant.” ESE , 
CnxlsTIANIT Y . of but 


Two Inſtitutions of a Poſitive Nature, I 


univerſally obligatory on all its Pro- 


- feflors: and Thoſe are The Eucharit, 


or Sacrament' of the Lord's Supper, 
5 — Baptiſm; the Reaſonableneſs of 


which 1s © very plain and obvious, 8 7 
tat it is almoſt ſuperfluous, (were it 


not to prevent all poſſibility of, av: 


1 ling) to ſpend any” time in the proof = 


of it. 


The Buchariſt appears to have been 


5 inſtituted, as a Perpetual Memorial of 
he: Death, and Sufferings, of Jeſus _ 
_ Chriſt. It was appointed by Himſelf, 
a little before he ſubmitted to the ob- 
ſtinate Fury, and implacable malice of 


the Jews. In the performance of this 
Rite, we ſolemnly recollect what He 
did, and ſuffer d for us: we comme- 


morate the Seat advantage we receiv d my 
from = 


(15) 


from his appearance on Earth: We re- 


new the obligations we are under to 


the Practice of Virtue and Goodneſs, 
-which He came to reſtore; and we 


join to this Solemn Recollection of our 


Duty, our fervent Prayers to God for 


his affiſtance in the performance of it. 
Now I wou'd ask any impartial Man, 


What is there Unreaſonable, What is 


de e in l t Whar ©. 
there, which does not remarkably and 
evidently tend to the Unprovement. or 


of Piety and Virtue? 


It has ever been the practice of the 

= the politeſt People gratefully to com 

© memorate (and that publickly and fre- 

= 8 Thoſe Benęfactors of their 

Country, Thoſg Gods on Earth, from 

whom they depriv'd any great and Na- 
tonal Advantages. | And the practice is 

founded in common ſenſe and reaſon. 
For It is certainly of great Advan- 

tage to the intereſts of Virtue frequent- 


ly to ſet before mankind the moſt z/- 


BK Juftrous Examples of it, in order to fire 
their minds to an imitation of ſuch 


Excellency. If then the Hero is warm'd 


© | by the Example of a Ceſar, The Pa- 
triot by That of a Brutus, can the 
— Chriſtian faint in the Race of Virtue, 
4 when o an — of f it i 
© ſet 


0 26) 
ſet before him in the perſon of his 82 
viour? When we recollect the painful 
Life this divine Teacher led in the cauſe 
of Religion and Virtue; che ſufferings 
he chearfully underwent for our ſakes; 
When we: ſee every grace and every 
virtue of the Human Mind ſhining 
forth in his conduct: when we reflect 
ſeriouſly on theſe things, can we help 
being in love with virtue? Et dubita- 


mus adhuc? — Beſides, is not each ſo; 
lemn Renewal of our Obligations a 

freſh Bar to the Attacks of Vice, of _ 

Immorality? — In ſhort; is not the + 


practice of this Rite, this Ceremon' "2 | 


this Poſtive Duty (call it what you _ a 


will) evidently for the intereſt of True 


Religion and Virtue? In the Light I 9 


have here ſet it, it appears to me a 


moſt rational, and moſt excellent Inſti. 


fution, and highly worthy of Having 5 
God for its Autbor; 1: .. 
Ihen as to the other Sacrament, the 
Inſtitution of Baptiſm, It s a publick 5 
and Solemn Initiation into the Religion 
of FJeſus Chriſt; It is enrolling our ſelves 
in the liſt of his Diſciples; It is faking 


_ the oaths (if I may be allow'd the Ex- | 


preſſion) to Him, as to our Spiritual | 
Ling, and Maſter, the Sacramentum mi- 


litare, which. every Soldier of Feſus 
c prift 


| ( 17 ) 


: Chrif is oblig'd to take; and ſtands, 

at leaſt, upon the ſame foot of rea- > 

ſonableneſs with the like Obligations o | of 
an Earthly Prince or Commander — vp 
It may be the Free chinker 8 boaſt, chat „ 1 
he is f 1 


8 N. 4 222 furare in verba 22 


Bert 5 


5 But methinks he ought: to except Cal 3 
Mord, which muſt be infallible, and 
not, like the doctrines of meer Human 

13 Teachers, liable to E rror and Uncer- ON 
rainy. „5 — 
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Goch are the Poſitive Bua . the | ; 
Chriſtian Religion; one or two plain i 


Precepts, of excellent uſe in their con- 
ſequences, and attended with no diffi- 
culties in the performance of them — _ 
As to Acts of mortification and abſti- 0 
nence, recommended i in the Gy hel, tho' 
they are left to Human Diſcretion, 
when, and in what manner they are 
to be perform'd, yet have they a plain 
and evident uſe. For, if it be of ad- 
vantage to a Chriſtian to retire now 
and then from the world, to ſhut out 
the cares of Life, in order ſeriouſly to 
examine and look back .upon his paſt 


conta, With a a view of correcting” what 19 5 
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D (8) 
is amiſs, of ſupplying what is defective, 
and of raiſing and exalting his mind 
above wordly things, by a ſilent, un- 

Interrupted, contemplation of God and 
his Greatneſs, What better Preparative, 
than ſuch a ſparing and moderate uſe 
of Food, as ſhall adminiſter no fewel 


©" m6 whe: troubleſome Paſſions of Aube, 15 9 
Luſt, or the like? 


What I have kbhero advanc'd con- 
cCeerning the Nature and Obligation of 
Poſitive Duties in general, together with 
the ſhort view I have given the Rea- 


der of the excellent Uſe and Intent of 


ſome of the particular Duties of this 


Kind, preſcrib d by Reveal d Religion, 1 


might, I think, be a ſufficient Apology | 
for them. But, to wreſt the Weapon 


entirely from the hand of this Aduer- : i 


ſary of Reveal d Religion, I go on to 
conſider the moſt material Obje&ions he 
he has rais'd againſt Poſitive Duties; 
and which he has diſpos'd under the | 
two following general Propoſitions. 

Firſt, That God does not act . 
trarih, or iuterpſe unneceſſarily, but 
leaves thoſe things, which can only be 
cCunſider d as Means (and, as ſuch, are, 


in their own nature  mutable) 70 H. 9 


man Diſcretion, to determin, as it thinks _ 
moſt conducing to thoſe things, which 


(19) 
are in their 0072 nature ob. igatory. 0 p. 
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of Gal. (p. 1477 


In proof of the Firſt of weld Pro--- 
poſitions, he begins with obſerving 
the II uſe, which may be made of 
ſuch Inſtitutions, and * the Handle de- 
_ « ſigning Men may from thence take 
to impoſe upon weak perſons what 
they pleaſe, on pretence of divine 
“ right Pp. 116.) — there being no- 
thing ſo indifferent, but may, if be- 
28 << lev'd to have divinity. ſtamp'd upon 
d jr, be perverted by 25 men to 
1 the vileſt purpoſes.” (p. 117.) and, 
as a proof, that this Ma actually been 
the caſe among Chriſtians, he inſtances 
in many ſuperſtitious rites and ceremo- 
| nies, that have crept into Religion, 


particularly the Exorciſins, Abſolutions, 


and Extreme. Unions, of the Roman- _ 


z/ts —— But. what of all this? Was the 


Abuſe of a Thing ever eſteem'd by 
impartial Men a good Argument againſt 
1 5 the Uſe of it? — Shou'd I viſit a x ſick 
_ perſon, and very gravely tell him, that 


The Practice of Phyfick had given a 


Da Harde 


8 W „ that The ſuppoſi ing. Things 

= meerly Pofitive to be made the Ingre- 

dients of Religion, is inconſiſtent with the 
Good of mankind, as well as the Honour | 
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(20) 

Handle to deſigning Men to impoſe on 
Tweak People what they pleaſe, on pretence 
, reſtoring them to Health; and, as a 
proof of this, ſhou'd enumerate the ma- 
ny pretended remedies daily offer'd to 
the publick, and harangue very pathe- 
tically on the irregular, pernicious, pra- 
ctice of Quacks, wou'd he think this a 
good argument againſt the uſe of Me- 
dicine, or a ſufficient reaſon, why he 
ſhou'd not conſult the Learned, and 
Regular, Phyjician? ] leave the appli- 
cation of this with our Author; and 

. 8⁰ S 45; 


Another Ge; ; en Fan che f 


Nature of the Duties themſelves. They 
are repreſented as perfettly Tndifferent 


os Actions; and conſequently. zmproper pb 


5 jects of the Divine Command — I have, 
in part, anticipated the anſwer to this 
_ objetion, by ſhewing that ſuch Duties 
map, and actually have, a tendency to 
ſecure the intereſts of Religion and 
Virtue, and conſequently are not per- 
| fedtly Ind. ferent Actions. I thall only 
add in this place, that the foundation 
of this Author's miſtake lies in barely 
_ conſidering the external, formal, Action 
itſelf, without taking in its natural con- 
ſequences, and viewing it as connected 
with, and related to, ſome 8 8 poſed End. 
That 


(21) 


That an Action, perfectly Tndifferent : 


in itſelt, may be accidentally connected 
with ſome certain Good to be attain'd, 
there can be no doubt to any one, 
who reflects on the nature of Civil Go- 
_ wernment; in the adminiſtration of which 
many actions, which wou'd be perfectly 


mndifferent in a ſtate of Nature, become 


ſo connected with the Good of Society, 


as to be the proper objects of Human 


Laws; and, of conſequence, when eſta- 
bliſh'd by the Legiſlature, ceaſe to be 


Indiſferent Actions. Why the ſame may 
not be true in the economy of Provi- 
dence, I cannot apprehend ; and it ſeems 


to me a very bold limitation of God's 


FJuriſdiction to deny him that Power, 
which you ſcruple not to allow che bf 


Civil Magiſtrate. 


And, therefore, his whels FP OY 
againſt Poe tive. Duties, founded on the : 
ſoppos'd Indifference of their Nature, 


That What⸗ 


falls to the ground - 


. ſoever is in itſelf different whether 5 
« as to matter, or manner, wait be I. 
« to an All-wiſe Being, who judges of 
things, as they are; and for the fame 
* reaſon, that he commands things, 
« which are good, and forbids thoſe, 


« which are evil, he leaves men at fi. 


© berty in all things indifferent; (P. 
l 122.) 
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(28): * 


122 is very true; but does not affect 


the point in diſpute ; ; unleſs the per- 


formance - of fuch duties, as are the 
fabject of the preſent controverſy, cou'd 
be prov'd to be neither Good, nor Evil, 
in ttſelf, or its conſequences — For the f 
lame reaſon it is as little to the purpoſe 
to obſerve, that Things, which are 
0 of no valte in themſelves, can be 5 
e no motives to an All- wiſe Being to 
1 puniſh us; or to clog our happineſs 


with any ſuch needleſs obſervances” 


(ibid) fince the Poſitive Inſtitutions of -. 
Religion, tho of no value in themſelves, 


may yet be beneficial in their effects. 


A Jphbird, and indeed a notable, Ar- 
15 gument againſt Pgſitive Duties is, that 
1 chere are No ſuch in the Religion of. 
- es. «If (fays he) in Heaven there 
is no room for arbitrary Precepts, 
to encumber that Moral Goodneſs, 
_ « which is the ſole buſineſs of the Bleſt 
Above; what ſhou'd hinder us, did 
we but make That too our only con- 
„ cern here, from enjoying a ſort of 
Heaven on Earth, free from all ty- 
« rannical Impoſitions: and endleſs Quar- 
« rels about indifferent things?“ 


Sometimes this Gentleman is ſo com- 


plaiſant, as to allow us theſe Means to 
1 Religion, PRE the Appointment of 
them 
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(93) 
them be left to Human Diſcretion; is | 
now, it ſeems, they are inconſiſtent with 


his Heaven 19885 Earth, bis chimerical : 
Paradiſe, 
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- But let me ask him, "Nr 18 hs firs 
that Moral Goodneſs, as he ſtyles it, is 
The Only Concern of the Bleft, Above; 
and that z: Heaven there is no room 
for arbitrary (i. e. Poſitive) Precepts? 
I fancy he will ſcarce pretend a par- 
ticular Revelation concerning it. For 
my own part, I ſhall never be fo har- 
dy, as to aſſert, there can be no Duties, 
of a Poſitive Nature, enjoin'd the ar- 
 #endant Train of Heaven itſelf; nor will 
0 pretend to demonſtrate, but there may _ 
be particular Forms of Adoration, &c. 
| conſtantly obſervy d by the Heavenly 
Choir, fince Angels, as well as Men, 
1 dependent Beings, tho of a higher 
and more exalted Caſs, But however 
this be (which can never be known 
dy us, till we join the cæleſtial Choir 
our ſelves, or by expreſs Revelation) 
No Argument can be fairly drawn from 
the Nature of Angels to that of Men. 
Let this Author prove Mankind to be 
e „ as we N — to 
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(24) 


| be, and we will give him up the Pojj- 


tive Duties of our Religion; but, till 
this can be ſhewn, It will not, I think, 


be our Intereſt to part with theſe Helps 
to virtue, theſe ſupports of our frail 


| and imperfect Nature. 


Again, © If ſuch things (ſays he) as 
have no worth or excellency (i. e. 
Poſitive Duties) can contribute to 
the worth, or excellency of Reli- 
gion; the more they abounded, the 
more excellent wou'd Religion be; 
which yet is ſo far from being true, 
even in the opinion of thoſe, who 
contend for ſuch things, that even | 


5 they, when they are to ſhew the Ex- 


cellency of the Chriſtian Religion, 
recommend it for having but few of 
thoſe things; which is ſuppoſing it 
** loſes of its excellency, in proportion 
to what it has of this nature; and 
* that they have a more honourable 
conception of it, who believe it has 
no ſuch mixture to ſpoil its beauty; 
but that, like its Author, it is Eber 


ly Spiritual, and, as ſuch, een 


divine original.“ (y. 123.) 


Can we believe this Author in ear- 
5 neſt? Did ever ſach ſhallow Sophiftry 
tall from the pen of a Pretender to 


1 Reaſon? We recommend Chr? Mianity, 
it 
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„ 1 
it is true, for having but Few Duties 
of a Pofitive Nature, in oppoſition to 
the numerous, and burthenſome, Rites 
of Fudaiſm, and the ſtill heavier weight 
of Gentile Superſtition. We recommend 
it as preſcribing 7 more of this kind, 
than is neceſſary for the preſervation of 
Religion. But is this Juppofing Religion 
loſes of its Excellency, in proportion 10 
what it has of this nature? Quite the 
_ contrary : It ſuppoſes nothing aher fou, 
nothing defedtive, in the Chriſtian In- 
ſtitution —— If our Author does not 
| ſee the abſurdity of this manner of 
reaſoning in the preſent. caſe, let him 
try it in- one more familiar. For in- 
ſtance; The Garments, we wear, con- 
tribute to the convenience, and decency, | 
of our bodies. But wou'd it not be 
ridiculous to aſſert, that, therefore, che 
more they abounded, or the more claths 5 
we heap'd on, the more convenient 
and decent, it 'wou'd be? And why is 
[2 not the abſurdity the ſame in fun 
| preſent caſe? Poſitive Duties may be 
Conſider'd as the Habits, the Chathing, _ 
of Religion; and it is the peculiar r 
cellency of the Chriſtian, that it ſhans 
the gaudy trappings of Superſtition ; and 
that its Garb is modeſt, and decent, beyond 


chat of all other Religions 1 in che world. 
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After what has been 0 ſaid in 
vindication of Poſitive Inſtitutions, and 
their ſaabſerviency to Religion, I need 
but juſt mention the next objection; = 
which is, that © If God's works ſhew 
5M infinite wiſdom, there's no reaſon to 
„ imagin but his Laws do the ſame; 
but then (adds our Author) they muſt 
« be moral Laws; for theſe alone can 
„ ſpeak his wiſdom, as plainly, to all 
„ mankind, as his works do.” (p. 124.) : 
— 1n which there are two things ta- 
ken for granted, and both without rea- 
ſon. The firſt is, that the wiſdom of 


all God's Laws muſt be equally clear to 


-- he apprchenſions of men; which I de- ” 


fy him to prove; it being far from 
_ neceſſary, that Human Reaſon ſhou' d ſee 
thro' the whole Economy of divine Pro. 
widence. The Second is, that the cha- 


racers of 07/dom cannot poſſebly appear 


ſo plain in the Pojitive, as in the Moral, 


Laws of God; which I will venture 


to aſſert is far from being an Axioſm; 


and, till our Author has Jemonltrated 


the truth of it, muſt paſs for a meer 5 
Petitio Principii. 
K the Next is an Ob jeckion of folate: 
what more importance, and ſtands thus. 
ef we ſuppoſe any N. commands 
| « | in the Goſpel, we p! ace Chriſtians in 
5 Cc a 


(27) 


« A worſe condition q than thoſe under 
* no Law but that Nature; which 


« requires nothing bur) what is moral; 
ce and conſequently the greateſt part of 


„ mankind, who are to be judg'd by 

« the Law they do know, and not by 
the Law hey do not know, are, on 

e this ſuppoſition, in a better condition; 

c as to the next world, than Chriſtians ; 

e becauſe they do not hazard the fa- 
« your of God by any. miſtakes, r 

e omiſſions, in ſuch matters.” (p. 125.) 

T Fneed not repeat, that by arbitrary 
- he everywhere intends P | 

ive Inſtitutions; but the Reader is left” 
to judge, whether the Chriſtian deſerve _ 

But the 


ſo harſh an Appellation. 
Fallacy of this objection lies in conſi- 
dering the greateſt part of mankind as 


under no Law but that of Nature. By 
1. greateſl part. of mankind I will ven- 
ture to ſuppoſe he means all thoſe, who 
never heard of the Goſpel Revelation, ; 
But, if he knows any thing of the Hi- 
ſtory of mankind, he mult be appriz'd, 
that, in every nation, in any tolerable 
degree civiliz'd, ſuch Religious Duties 
have been 7n/tituted, as were ſuited, to 


the beſt of the Inſtitutor's judgment, 


to ſecure the practice of moral virtue: 
: Witneſs che Religious Ceremontes, &c. of 
+ EL Num, ; 
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(8) 


Numa,  Tycurgus, and other famous 


Law-givers; ſo that the greateft part 
of mankind, properly ſpeaking, have al- 


ways been under ſome other Law, be- 


ſides that of meer Nature, ſome Pofi- 
tive Law of Religion; a ſtrong pre- 
ſumption, that mankind have ever 


| ſtood in need of ſuch helps to the 


practice of Virtue. Now, if the Pot. 
Live Duties of the Chriſtian Religion 
are infinitely more eaſy to be perform d, 
and more accommodate to the end | 
propos'd, than Thoſe of any other in- 
ftituted Religion, it will follow, contra- 
ry to our Author's aſſertion, that Chri- | 
 ſtians, even in this reſpect, are in a 
better condition, than thoſe under no Lau 
(age fallaciouſly SA it) but that 
po of. Nature: 
2 - Ks ſtill, The ſuppoſition of” = 
. Poſitive Precepts being a part of Reli- 
gion 1s, according to this Gentleman, 
« to ſuppoſe a change of mind in God; 
«and then (ſays he) where will you 
C ſtop? For, if Changeableneſs were not 
4 perfection, it wou'd not be in him, 
7M and, if all his perfections be infinite, 
. muſt not This be fo too?“ (bp. 1 ) - 
The poor Gentleman is terribly afraid, 
that if we admit any Poſitive Precepts 


as God s Will, we ſhall make fo change. 
T7 able 
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able a Being of him, as not to be ſure 


of his will for twenty four hours to- 
| gether. An Infinitely Variable Being 


may give us Laws to day, and repeal 


em to morrow, and revive em the 
next day, and ſo on to che end of the 
world. | 555 


A yum: teneattis, | hs 


But, ſeriouſly, 18 it not a firong | 5 
: ſumption of a bad cauſe, when its Pa- . 
tron is reduc'd to ſuch low ſhifts, ſuch 
wretched Sophiſtry ? For is it not as 
clear, as the noon-day Sun, that, for 
0 Legiſlator to vary, or add 7. BS 
Laws, according to the exigencies * 
the people under his government, is 
ſo far from being the effect of a change- N 
able, fickle, ee, den ee 
contrary, it is the reſult of a feady, 
unalterable, regard and concern for the 


1 public Good? And ſhall the Almighty 5 


Governor of the Univerſe, in whom 


can be no variableneſs, neither ſhadow 
5 of turning, be accus'd, be blaſphem'd, : 
— "2. Changeable, uncertain, Being; be- 
cauſe, in his good providence, he con- 
ſults the particular circumſtances of his 
Creatures, and accommodates his Laws 
to the wariableneſs ot their nature? Is 
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not ſuch a conduct highly conſiſtent 
with the ſtricteſt inmutability, and the 


gracious effect of a conflant Te enor of 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs ? - 


The laſt objection, I ſhall take no- 
tice of under the firſt Head, or Pro- 
poſition, is as follows. * In ſhort, The 
..-« La ee Nature nher e e not; 
* à perfect Law; if the firſt "tis not 
00 capable of additions; if the laſt —_ 
t nit argue want of wiſdom in the 
8. 1 ors in firſt enacting ſuch an 
< imperfe&t Law, and then in letting it 
continue thus imperfect from Age to 
* Age; and at laſt thinking to make 
3 8 it abſolutely perfect, by adding ſome | 
meerly PO and arbitrary pre- 
To which I reply, - that 
Pofitive Duties have nothing to do with | 
the perfection or imperfection of Na- 
tural Religion, being wholly deſign'd 
do aſſiſt the wealcneſs, and een 


2. «cop? 


_ Human Nature. 


--:: Theſe are the Principal Objections . 
againſt Poſitive Duties, advanc'd under 
the firſt of the abovemention'd Propo- 
Atians. I Shall take notice of but one 
"or tw under the Second, becauſe 1 
wou'd avoid a too frequent and tedious 
repetition of the fame Reaſoning: for 
the truth 15, Our Author's Arguments 
- upon 
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( 31.) 


upon chis ſubject are but little more, than 
one and the ſame Objection in different 


Dreſſes. 
He is here to ſhew, that «The ſup- 
e poſing Things meerly Poſitive to be 


c made the Ingredients of Religion, is 
< inconſiſtent with the Good of man- 
Kind, as well. as the Honour of God.” a 
P. 1410 13 
Io prove "which, he objects, in the 
firſt place, that the Obſervation of PG 
_ ſitive Duties is a Diſcouragement to the 
Practice of Morality, it being certain 
* (fays our Author) that the more the 
Mind is taken up with the obſerva- 1 
« tion of Things, which are not of a 
moral nature, the leſs it will be able _ 
t to attend to thoſe: that are: Which, 
however true in relation ro Rites and 5 
Ceremonies, which have no connexion 
with the practice of moral Virtue, can- 
not affect ſuch Pgſitive Inſtitutions F 
Religion, as have a plain and undeni- 
able tendency to encourage It, by awa- 
kening and keeping up the attention of 
the mind, and diverting it from the 
low and mean partie of Vice and 
Immorality. 5 : 
_ Farther; He objects to the! Ul: of | 
Symbols in Religion, (founded partly on 
1 oy Truth, char Sent Things mare a 
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1:38) 7 N 
deeper J. PN on the minds of the com- 
mon People, than uorde and chat for 
two reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe, If we have — | 
words to explain the Signification 

of ſuch Symbols, they are, then, but 

arbitrary marks, whoſe meaning can- 

ee not be known, but from words; and, 

3 « not being capable of expreſſing things 
e more fully than words wholly need- 

en as to thus -purpat. d 172.) 

Which is groſsly miſtaking the Uſe of | 
 Symbolical Repreſentations ; they being 

not intended to ehre, things more ful _ 

ly than words, but (what words are of- 

ten leſs capable of doing) to excite 

and engage the attention, and are ad. 

dreſs'd rather to the Paſſum and , 

Ffections, than the Underſtanding ; to the 

Heart, than to the Head. 1 

8 But, Secondly, * Senſible * . : If 

V « kg a deeper Impreſſion on the com- 
ce mon People, is, (our Author pre- 
— . ſumes) a juſt reaſon againſt their uſe 
in Religion; becauſe the Vulgar, who. 
generally look no farther than Ex- 
c ternals, do not uſe them barely, as 

.._-  * ey do Words, to expreſs their mean- 
«ing; but conceive in them I know | 
«not what internal Holineſs ; and 

5: think ſuch We 3 RP 


TTY 


as neceſſary as the things repreſented 
by them. Which is only arguing 


from an accidental Inconvenience ; and 


which may be in a great meaſure re- 
medied by proper admonitions to the 
people from their Teachers, not to reſt 
in the Exxernals of Religion, but to 
carry their Thoughts from theſe Re- 5 
preſentations to che chings e 5 
by them. 
I ſhou'd now take leave of the fs 
| cond Branch of this Gentleman's Scheme, 
That No Pgſitive Precepts can be a part 
| either: of Natural or Reveal'd Religion; 
having, I hope, ſufficiently evinc'd the 
Propriety of ſuch Duties, and demon- 
ſtrated their ſubſerviency to the cauſe 
of True Religion and Virtue. But 1 
cannot forbear taking notice of an c- 
ca ſional Objection, advanc'd in the very 
beginning of his Book; which will 
give the Reader a Proof of this Au- 
„ great Kill in OP ical” Rea- | 
ſoning. _ T2 
-- 1124; had 8 chat « If Reaſon 3 
was intended to bring us to the know- _ 
" ledge of God's Will, it mult be ſuffi- 
ccient to produce che intended Effect, 
and can never bring men to take . 
that for his Will, which he deſign'd : 
iv 1 by the uſe of their reaſon, 
VV ſhou d 
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4 ſhow'd avoid as contrary to it.” (þ. 
6.) Upon which B. puts the following 
ſhrew'd Queſtion. « If (fays he) Men, 


„ having done all in their power, all 


e that God requires of them, to find 
out his will, ſhou'd fall into oppo- 


e ſite Sentiments, muſt it not be the 
dc will of God, that it ſhou'd be ſo? 
Can God will ſuch a previous Ex- 
e amination, and not will what he 


_ « foreknows muſt be the conſequence ? ” 


dat is, If God wills the exerciſe of 
dur Reaſon, muſt he not /// all the 
Errors and N it may chance to 2 


| follow into? 


We ſhall preſently ſee for what pur = 


poſe this Phantom of a difficulty w 


conjur d up, and how cunningly he bbs _ 
rais d it into an Argument againſt Po 
fitive Duties. For thus he replys in | 


the perſon of 4, ” There is, I think, 


no way to avoid this Objection of 4 
God's willing contrarieties, but by ſupp -- 
« poſing he requires nothing of Men, | 
but what is founded in the nature 
of things, and the immutable Rela- 
tions they bear to one another. But 
< this objection is unanſwerable by thoſe, 


„ho believe the will of God may 


« contain many Poſitive Things; ſince - 


N Men, after 3 100 all poſſible 


. care 


(35) 


«care to be in the right, may yet 5 
* have oppoſite Sentiments, and be = 
te Ooblig d by the will of God to hold | 4 
N te and act contrarieties. „ 
; But is he ſure this Objection is un- — 
anſwerable by the Advocates for Po. 4 
' fitrve Duties? Suppoſe we ſhou'd alledge = 
3 (what has been demonſtrated a thou- 3 
fand times) that the Pręſcience of the 4 


ſupream Being does by no means in- 
fluence the thoughts or actions of Free 1 
Agents; it being utterly inconſiſtent i 
; with the notion of Human Liberty to 
: ſuppoſe it does: conſequently, that no 
diverſity of ſentimegts among Men, be 


dhe ſubject of their Enquiry what * 
| | will, can be ſaid to be the will of God, 
| only becauſe he muſt foreſee the re- 
|  fult of their Enquiries; What opinion 
can we entertain of this Author's Know 5 
| - ledge in Metaphyſicks? 5 „ 
But the misfortune is, This Argu- „„ 
ment will equally prove, that God's 
Will cannot contain any thing of a 
Moral nature: it being evident, in fact, 
that Men, after having taken all poſ- 2 
ſüble care in their enquiries concerning 
moral duties, may yet have oppoſite Sen- 
| timents about them. The Spartans, in 


ſome caſes, encouraged the commiſſion 
o* 1 in cheir Youth, tho' a plain 
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forbids the Invaſion of another $ Pro- 
perty. And it is notorious that the 


Nomans, tho the moſt polite and civic 
liz d Nation, made no ſcruple, not on- 
ly of preventing the birth of Infants by 
| indirect means, but even of * expo/ing 
them moſt unnaturaly, when born. Nay, 
did not one whole Sect of Philoſophers 
(the Szoicks) maintain the Lawfulneſs 
of /elf-murder, expreſsly condemn'd by 
others +? And I can ſee no reaſon to 
believe, that the Spartans, or Romans, 
had taken leſs care to be in the right, 35 
| than other People. If therefore a di- 
verſiy of opinions among Men is no 
argument why God's Will ſhou'd not 
contain things of a moral nature, why 
is it urg'd as a reaſon againſt its con- 
taining thoſe of a poſitive nature? 


ben Satt in "Tone apologizes. 70 1 8 har — | 
and Chremes for having ſav/d.the Life 9 ver Daugh- ©. 
ter, whim He had commanded her ts expoſe, dies it look 

as if be bad the leaſt - apprehenſion that it wou'd have 

been an Immoral AF, when. he. charges her diſobedience 

#o v Dis eruel commands 4 4 Crime, in theſe words 7 


3k 1 ſcio 


- "Be inſcientem atque imprudentem. dicere ac facere om- B | 


nia. 


Tot peccata in hic Re oſtendis: nam jam primum, fi 


meum 


| Imperium exſequi voluiſſes, mne ee oportuit. 


"Fs See Cicero 5 88 Pbical ea | 
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1 . 
Thus I have endeavour'd to ſhew 
the true Nature and Obligation of Po- 
tive Duties, with their Propriety, and 
Subſerviency to the cauſe of Religion 
and Virtue; and to vindicate them from 
the particular Objections of the Autor 
now before us. The Inconſiſtency of 
ſuppoſing ſuch Duties to be a Part of 
Religion, either Natural or Reveald, 
with this Gentleman's Scheme, is too 
c evident not to diſcover to us the true 
reaſon of his rejecting them. And, 
1 therefore, we are not to wonder, chat 15 
be every where treats Poſitive Inflitu- 
ions as meer Arbitrary Commands, with- 
cout any Foundation in Reaſon, or the Na. 
ture of Things. But, methinks, it. is a lit- 
lle ſtrange, that ſo great a Maſter of Rea- 
ſeon, at the ſame time that he wou'd 
| perſuade us, that Poſtive Duties are in- 
Conſiſtent both with the Honour of God, Es 
and the Good of Mankind, ſhou'd yet 
allow them to be the Means of Reli | 
gion, and upon that very account con- 
tend, that the Appointment of them 
Y ſhou'd be left ro Human Diſcretion. 
Io put the controverſy upon a hor. 
5 e it is incumbent Ypon him to Prove 


£ | - theſe t points. _ 
| | Firſt, That the Poſer: Tuſlittitions of f 2 
Reveal Religion, W Thoſe « 


| „„ 
the Chriſtian, have no comexion with 


here he will be calld upon to ſhew 


dhe Impropriety of the Chriſtian Sarra- 
ments. He muſt prove, that the flated, 
ſolemn, - Commemoration | of the great 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, in the Eu- 
cbariſt, can have no influence upon the 
Heart and Affections, no tendency to 
promote that Virtue, which He came 
do teach; and that the Initiation, by 
Baptiſm, into the Religion gf Feſus 88 
an improper Method of Profe omg Mn 
ſelves his Diſciple. _ 
In the next place, he muſt e 5 
upon what Principles of Reaſon and 
Nature God Almighty is reſtrain'd from 
 interpoſing in thoſe things, which, ex- 
cluſive of a divine command, are the | 
proper Objects of Human Direction: 
why, allowing Poſitive Inſtitutions to be 
the Means of Religion, without which 
Moral Duties (to uſe our Author's own 
words) can't many times be perform d 
p. 431.) it ſhou'd be ff, that Men | 
ſhou'd — them, but . chat 4 
1 God ſhou'd. : 
If he can me; theſe. two 
points, I ſhall readily come into his 
 Sentiments, and reject all ſuch Rites, 
as * and che crafty Impoſi- | 
+ tion 


the Practice of Moral Virtue, And 
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(39). 8 
e of Geltong Men. But, if 1 5 
fails in the — it will be eaſy & 
to judge what cenſure every ſober 201 : 1 
impartial Reader muſt paſs upon an 
Author, Who endeayours to take off 4 
the Reſtraims of Religion, and conſe- 8 
quently to weaken the intereſts of Mo. 
Z ral Virtue among Men. 8 es 4 
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= TOY in the firſt be, 5 2. LL os 
1 48; for reſented read repreſented. * 5 4 


BOOKS, Printed for Weaver Bickertor, 
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at Lord Bacon's Head, the Corner of 
Pa Iſgrave-Head-i 0 court, without * 
Geng 
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es 8 Art of Eng 2 Poetry in 2 vols, 


ourney from fl; 0 to ale 
7 bs 215 A. egg fifth 
Edition; to Which is now added, an ac- 
'Eount of the Author's Journey to the 
Banks of Euphrates at Beer, and to the 
Country of Meſopotamia, by Henry Maun- 
drell, M. A. Late Fellow of Exeter Col. 
| 5 and Chaplain o the F aftory at 
LE Two New and Crim Eſſays, Iſt, 
1 Cee the beſt Method of Pruning 5 
Fruit - Trees; 2d, a Diſcourſe concerning 
8 Improvement of that excellent Root 
the Potatoe: To which is annexed, the 
| various Ways of preparing and dreſſing 5 
Potatoes for the Table. - 
I) he Feaſts and Faſts of the Church . 
- of England; the Reaſons and Grounds 
8 Ea Celebration; with Practical Me- 
ditations upon the ſeveral Days, con- 
cluding each diſtinct Head with ſuitable 
Prayers, and the pr oper Collects of the 
Church; To which is added, An Appen- 
dix, wherein the three Grand Solemnities 
added to the Liturgy of the Church of 
England are clearly Explained. Illuſtrated | 
with many new and curious doc 
Plates. 
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